[image: ]STIRLING FIELD & ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - SUMMER OUTINGS 2025

SATURDAYS
Meet at the Castleview Park & Ride (free parking: FK9 4TW, M9 Junction 10) at 09:30 for directions and any last-minute instructions. Please bring a packed lunch and wear appropriate clothing.  Non - members are welcome.

Saturday 12th April 
Culross, the Palace, the Abbey & Old Kirk   

Culross is the best preserved medieval burgh in Scotland, and well worth a visit, even before you enter the Palace (£13.50/£10.50, constructed 1597 - 1611 by Sir George Bruce of Carnock) or Abbey Church (free, built 1230-1300). The Old, or West, Kirk is less well known, lying surrounded by fields about ½ mile west of the Abbey (an 11 minute walk according to Google). It was ruinous by 1633, although its walls have been partially rebuilt incorporating medieval grave slabs. 

Leader:  Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)
	
Saturday 17th May
Newbattle Abbey & Grounds and the Site of Inveresk Roman Fort

Newbattle Abbey was founded in 1140, burned by the English in 1385, 1544 & 1548: what remained in 1587 became part of a mansion for the Marquis of Lothian. It experienced extension, modification and finally conversion for use as a college. It is also home to Archaeology Scotland and we have arranged to be shown around by Jane Miller. In the afternoon we will visit the site of the Roman Fort at Inveresk, near Musselburgh. 

Leader:  Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)


Saturday 21st to Sunday 29th June AND Saturday July 19st to Sunday 27th 
Bannockburn House Dig

We shall continue exploring the area around a very early (16th century?) mine shaft to look for any associated structures, and to clarify its relationship with a nearby track-way. Other features in the environs of the house will also be explored to see how (if) they can be related to old maps and what we know of the history of the house. 

Leader:  Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)

	 Saturday 23rd August 
	Perth Museum, Dunning Kirk & Dupplin Cross 

Perth Museum reopened last year in spacious new premises and is well worth a visit. On the way there we will stop in Dunning to see the Dupplin Cross (c.800).
  
Leader: Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)

Saturday September 13th 
Midhope Castle (Hopeton House) & Abercorn Church

First mentioned in1458, occupied in 1582 by Alexander Drummond and his wife Marjorie Bruce. In 1678 the castle was acquired by John Hope and is now part of the Hopetoun Estate. The entry fee (£7.50) only covers the castle area and a riverside walk. Parts of Abercorn church date from the 1100s, but it was subject to a major rebuild in 1893. Archbishop Trumwine, a Northumbrian, was appointed here in 681AD. There are some old gravestones from the 1600s, and a museum that houses Viking hog-back burial stones a carved cross-shaft dating back to the 600s.

Leader: Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)

	The Society exercises normal prudence in planning and conducting its outings and participants take part on the understanding that they do so at their own risk. Please notify the Leader if you find you can’t attend an outing you have previously selected so that the rest of the party knows not to wait for you.
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TUESDAY EVENINGS
Meet at the Castleview Park & Ride (free: FK9 4TW, M9 Junction 10) at 18:30 for directions and any last-minute instructions. Please wear appropriate clothing.  Non - members are welcome.

Tuesday 8th April
Archaeological Sites in King’s Park 

Primarily known as a  former Royal Park, there is evidence for  earlier and later periods still to be seen from the perimeter of the golf course: a bronze age cairn, a cup & ring marked stone, an iron age homestead, a reservoir,  a shepherd’s house and a 19th century track for horse racing.  If the weather is fine we can see all these while enjoying a leisurely walk on a (mostly) flat path.

Leader:  Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)

Tuesday 13th May
Cowie Rock Art. 

Rock Art, which refers to cup & ring marks and variations that are carved into rock outcrops, is usually found on higher ground to the N & W of Stirling: in 2014 we visited some above the Lake of Menteith. Those at Cowie, unusual for their lowland location and notable for their number and extent, are accessible in rough ground after a walk of some 25-30 minutes each way along a good path from the nearest parking.  

Leader: Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)

Tuesday 10th June
Ardoch Roman fort and Muthil Church 

Although the ramparts of turf are barely discernible one can see that the fort was defended by a series of ditches that are remarkable for their size and excellent state of preservation. The site of the extensive civilian annexe can be made out. This was an important early fort on the road linking the Antonine Wall to Bertha (Perth) via Dunblane, Strageath and the Gask Ridge. 

Leader: Liz Patterson (01786 860650)

Tuesday 8th July
Gargunnock House and Garden

The core of the building is a fortified house dating to at least the late 15th century although the Georgian facade was added in 1798. It has an attractive garden with stables and a well-preserved doo’cot behind the house. There will be an opportunity also to visit the church and churchyard, which has some interesting monuments.

Leader: Liz Patterson (01786 860650)

Tuesday 12th August
Doune Ponds Nature Reserve 

The site extends to 40 acres, and a lot of work has gone into improving the ponds since we were last there, including a walkway over the main pond. The west pond is home to a heron, as well as moorhens and coots. Coppicing, new tree planting and the introduction of wildflowers has created a more diverse habitat for a range of water birds, fish, frogs and even red squirrels. 

 Leader:  Robert Meikle (07833 711809)

Tuesday 9th September
The Hermitage, Stirling University

The cliff-side ruin, now known as the Hermitage was built 1790-1800 for Robert Haldane as a vantage point from which to view his recently inherited Airthrey estate and Airthrey Castle, designed for him by Robert Adam. The site can be visited with a little effort but you may prefer to just enjoy the grounds.

Leader: Paul Sorowka (01786 464578)


[image: ]I/We hope to attend events on dates ticked below.

	Tuesday 8th April   

	
	Tuesday 8th July

	

	Saturday 12th April

	
	Saturday 19th July - Sunday 27th July
Bannockburn House dig
	

	Tuesday 13th May 

	
	Tuesday 12th August 

	

	Saturday 17th May 
	
	Saturday 23rd August 

	

	Tuesday 10th June 

	
	Tuesday 9th September

	

	Saturday 21st - Sunday 29th June.
Bannockburn House dig
	
	Saturday 13th September

	

	
	
	

	If you have ticked Bannockburn House Dig, please tick dates of participation if possible
	Jun
	 21,  22, 23, 24,  25, 26, 27, 28, 29

	
	Jul
	19, 20, 21, 28, 23, 24, 25, 26,  27



.........................................................................................................................................................................

Safety Declaration 
I understand that when participating in any of the outings or activities I am responsible for my own safety and that the leader and the Society are not responsible for my safety in any way.

Subscription Payment Slip
I enclose a payment of £15 per person (total £.......) for my (our) subscription for the year to March 2026

Signed……………………………………………………..date…………………..

Name………………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………
             ……………………………………………………
             …………………………………………………… 

Please complete this page and return, by 31st March 2025, if possible, to: -
Paul Sorowka, 8, Berkeley Street, Stirling FK7 9AQ
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                                                                                                      12th March 2024


          Dear 


          Now that our winter talks have concluded it is time to look forward to the spring and summer outings that the Committee has arranged; they are summarised for reference on the enclosed list. Please use the table on the back of this letter to indicate which outings you hope to attend and return it to me so that the leaders know who is going on their outing and don’t leave anyone behind! 

	If you have ticked any of the dates please also complete the safety declaration and return it with your selection of outings. 

	Subscriptions are now due for the year to March 2026; I would be grateful if you would enter the amount of your payment and your contact details in the space provided on the back of this letter, below the Safety Declaration, before sending it to me with your payment.

	All personal information that you provide will be kept securely and only used for running the Society. It will not be passed to third parties and will be destroyed if you cease to be a member.
 
	Many thanks,


	Paul Sorowka,




	 Chairman and Acting Secretary/Treasurer
    8, Berkeley St, Stirling, FK7 9AQ.
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