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WINTER PROGRAMME 2025 - 2026
Meeting in St Ninians Old Parish Halls, Kirk Wynd, Stirling FK7 9AJ. 7.30pm to 9.30pm
	October 14th                     
DESIGNED LANDSCAPES : GARDENS OF EDINBURGH AND THE EAST
Our speaker has a lifelong involvement in horticulture and landscape design, leading to his current post as Gardens and Designed Landscapes Manager, overseeing National Trust gardens in the east of Scotland. Some have been rescued and many preserve their creator’s vision. Archaeology has played a part in discovering their stories and cultural importance then and now.
Colin Wren - Gardens & Designed Landscapes Manager, NTS.


	November 11th                    
SCOTTISH POTTERIES
Pottery is the most common find on archaeological sites and sometimes an essential means for dating them. Scotland has distinct types and our speaker will trace the origins of various potteries and describe their ware. He is a member of the Scottish Pottery Society with a wide knowledge of local products.
David Paton – Scottish Pottery Society.


	December 9th
RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK AROUND STIRLING
We are fortunate that Dr. Murray Cook has once again agreed to talk about archaeological discoveries in and around Stirling during the previous year, and to bring us up to date regarding his work in progress. As always, it will be a fascinating evening.
Dr. Murray Cook, Stirling and District Archaeological Adviser


	January 13th
PLACE NAMES: DATING SETTLEMENTS & PEAT CLEARANCE  IN THE CARSE 
The names of places in the landscape provide clues to their origin. Careful study of them can reveal aspects of the society in which its inhabitants lived and worked. Our speaker has published widely on Scottish place-names and knows our area well; he will provide fascinating insights of names both familiar and unfamiliar. 
Dr. Peter McNiven. 

	February 10th
THE BRIDGE OF ALLAN WELL HOUSE
Bridge of Allan owes its development as a spa town to the mineral water seeping from a 16th century copper mine, water that was extracted via a shaft below the Well House,  built in 1821. In 2016 the link between the well shaft and the old workings was discovered, which was followed by their exploration. Our speaker continues to be closely involved in the project and will describe its development.
Dave Walsh, B of A Well House Project


	March 10th 
AGM & PREHISTORIC ROCK ART 
One of the most intriguing and enigmatic sights to be seen in the landscape are the ‘cup and ring’ motifs that can be found on rock surfaces throughout most of Scotland, often  in groups and associated with other symbols. Our speaker, the principal investigator for the Scottish Rock Art project and co-author of the resulting publication of the same name, will tell us what is currently known about them.
Dr. Tertia Barnett – University of Edinburgh
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